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San Diego’s all about the weather, and there 
are two weather phenomena every newly 
arrived San Diegan learns about – “May Gray” 
and “June Gloom.” These ominous-sounding 
titles refer to the fact that May and June in San 
Diego – especially along the coastline – are 
notoriously dark and gloomy times of the year, 
dominated by our famous “marine layer.” I’m 
happy to report that we suffered minimal June 
Gloom at Conference this year and generally 
had fantastic, warm and sunny weather – not 
to mention fantastically warm and sunny times.
Our opening reception was a big hit, both 
with people who love ice cream and people in 
need of a quick outdoor shower. We’re mostly 
grateful that the unexpected sprinkler system 
malfunction didn’t happen when President 
Brower was welcoming everyone to campus. 
He’s not a big believer in “forced baptisms” 
(me neither).
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Bob Triplett and Brent Etzel enjoy a time of 
fellowship during the opening reception.
Photo: Max Burson
The Plaza Deck of Ryan Library was a great setting for our opening reception.
Photo: Craighton Hippenhammer
There were a total of 177 conference registrants 
this year, including twenty-five first-time 
attendees. The conference keynote speakers, 
William Badke and Don Perini, were extremely 
well-received. Badke spoke on “Getting 
Information Literacy into the Academy,” 
and Perini led a keynote and a follow-up 
“hands on” session on “How Librarians Can 
Develop Creativity to Enhance their Roles 
with Students and Faculty.” Both sessions were 
extremely well-received, with the greatest 
number of respondents – for both – scoring 
them as “excellent.” In addition to the keynote 
sessions, there were thirty-six workshops, 
with tracks on Instruction & Reference, 
Access Services, Administration, Librarianship, 
Technology & Internet, and Technical Services. 
There were also two excellent preconference 
options this year: Char Booth on “Instructional 
Literacy in the Trenches” and Joe Matthews 
on “How to Identify Your Impact.” Morning 
devotions were in the exquisite Ellipse Chapel 
at the First Church of the Nazarene, adjacent 
to campus. Highlights include music by 
Robyn Reid and her praise and worship team 
and morning devotionals by three Point Loma 
Nazarene faculty.
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Chatting under the palms of Point Loma.
Photo: Craighton Hippenhammer
Alison Jones, Jaclyn Parrott, and Amy Rice having a great discussion.
Photo: Craighton Hippenhammer
Attendees enjoy the warm 
California sunshine while waiting 
for the closing banquet.
Photo: Max Burson
A beautiful walk on campus after 
the morning devotion service.
Photo: Max Burson
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In addition to the many learning and worship 
opportunities at conference, we featured 
two very popular “down time” activities: a 
Wednesday evening game night in Ryan 
Library and our post-banquet Movie Night in 
the Greek – an outdoor showing of the movie 
Desk Set, starring Spencer Tracy, Katharine 
Hepburn, copious amounts of kettle corn, and 
good times all around.
There were so many positive and encouraging 
comments from attendees, among them:
•	 It will be hard to top Point Loma!
•	 Have it at Point Loma at least every other 
year. Beautiful location.
•	 I loved the two coastal conferences I 
attended.
•	 Wonderful food. Probably the best food 
yet.
•	 Great presentations! Great hospitality 
from the planning team. Excellent 
keynote speakers.
•	 The theme was creative and clearly tied 
to the programming.
•	 The keynotes and workshops were 
exceptional! Probably the best conference 
I have attended!
Thanks to everyone involved in helping 
make this year’s conference such a success. 
Next year’s conference will be a return to the 
heartland. I hope to see you all at Indiana’s 
Huntington University June 9-13 for ACL 
2014: Crossroads for Discovery.  
Attendees listen to the 
award presentation during 
the closing banquet.
Photo: Craighton Hippenhammer
Alison Johnson, Steve Brown, and Jamey Wilkes 
gather for food and fun at the closing banquet.
Photo: Craighton Hippenhammer
The vendor show allows attendees to 
learn about new products and services.
Photo: Max Burson
